
Africa Study Guide 

 

Vocabulary 

Sahel – a semiarid area that lies between the Sahara and moister regions to the south in 

northern Africa 

savanna – parklike landscape of grasslands with scattered trees that can survive dry spells, 

found in tropical areas with dry seasons 

arable land – land that can be used for farming 

desertification – the change when arable land dries out and becomes desert 

deforestation – the loss of forest cover in a region that results from the trees in a forest 

being destroyed faster than they can grow back 

malaria – life-threatening disease spread by mosquitoes and caused by parasites 

infrastructure – body of public works, such as roads, bridges, and hospitals that a country 

needs to support a modern economy 

corruption – use of power for personal gain 

griot – African musician-storyteller who uses music to track heritage and record history as 

well as entertain 

African Union – organization formed in 2002 to promote unity among African states and to 

foster development and end poverty 

microcredit – small loan 

Great Rift Valley – long, unusually flat area of land between areas of higher ground in 

eastern Africa 

Serengeti Plain – a part of the savanna in Kenya and Tanzania, home to many animals such 

as elephants and gazelles 

poaching – illegal hunting 

ecotourism – tourism that focuses on the environment and seeks to minimize environmental 

impact 

indigenous – native to a region 

Swahili – Bantu language that has many Arabic elements and words from other languages 



genocide – attempt to destroy a whole people  

nongovernmental organization (NGO) – group that operates with private funding 

oasis – place in the desert where water can be found 

delta – a flat plain formed on the seabed where a river deposits material over many years 

nomad – a person who moves from place to place without a permanent home 

urbanization – movement of people from rural to urban areas 

Copts – minority group in Egypt that practices Christianity 

gross domestic product – total value of all goods and services produced in a country in a 

year 

human development index – a measure of living conditions using factors such as life 

expectancy, education, and income 

secularism – idea that government should be separate from religion 

Muslim Brotherhood – an Islamist party that opposes the Egyptian government 

 

Questions 

What are 2 important rivers in the West and Central African region? 

Two important rivers in the western and central African regions are the Niger River and 

the Congo River. 

What causes desertification? 

Desertification is caused by overgrazing, chopping down trees, and drought. 

How does malaria spread? 

Malaria is spread by mosquitoes. 

How do lakes and rivers affect plant, animal, and human life in Southern and Eastern 

Africa? 

Rivers and lakes support life in areas around them as well as providing a transportation 

system. 

What type of ecosystem supports zebras and lions? 

Zebras and lions are supported in the savanna. 



What are the advantages and disadvantages of diamond mining? 

Diamond mining provides jobs and income for the economy; however, they have poor 

working conditions and contribute to pollution. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of building dams? 

Dams create electricity and supply water, but they reduce water for people downstream. 

What harm does the tsetse fly cause? 

The tsetse fly carries sleeping sickness. 

What is a major social problem in South Africa after apartheid? 

After apartheid, there is still inequality between blacks and whites. 

Why do people in North Africa move to cities? 

People in North Africa move to cities for jobs, educational opportunities, and a higher 

standard of living. 

What are 2 environmental issues in North Africa? 

Some environmental issues in North Africa are pollution from chemical fertilizers in the 

Nile Valley, malaria around Lake Nasser, and desertification. 

Which 2 North African countries have the largest oil reserves? 

Algeria and Libya have the largest oil reserves in North Africa. 

What regions are often considered part of the Middle East? 

North Africa and Southwest Asia are often considered part of the Middle East. 

What are 3 factors that the human development index measures? 

The human development index measures average life expectancy, education, and income.  

What is the most populated country in northern Africa? 

Egypt is northern Africa’s most populated country. 

What is the official language in Morocco? 

Arabic is the official language in Morocco. 

What is the official language of Ghana? 

English is the official language of Ghana. 



What native of Ghana became the Secretary General of the United Nations in 1997? 

Kofi Annan became the Secretary General of the United Nations in 1997. 

What African nation is noted for its large national parks and wildlife reserves? 

Kenya is noted for its large national parks and wildlife reserves 

What nation is the world’s largest supplier of diamonds?  

South Africa is the world’s largest supplier of diamonds. 


