
Middle America 

Vocabulary 

altitude – height above sea level 

biodiversity – variety of different kinds of living things in a region or ecosystem 

carnival – religious festival primarily observed by Roman Catholics 

deforestation – the loss of forest cover in a region that results from the trees in a forest 

being destroyed faster than they can grow back 

diaspora – spread of people from one place to many others 

ecotourism – tourism that focuses on the environment and seeks to minimize environmental 

impact 

free market – economic market in which businesses operate with few governmental 

restrictions 

hurricane – tropical cyclone that forms over the tropical Atlantic Ocean 

hydroelectric power – the power produced by water-driven turbines 

Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) – political party that dominated Mexico’s 

government for much of the 1900’s 

irrigate – to supply water to 

isthmus – strip of land with water on both sides that connects two larger bodies of land 

microcredit – small loan 

National Action Party (PAN) – Mexican political party that took power in the 2000 

presidential election 

remittance – money sent to another place 

santeria – Cuban religion that combines Catholic and West African beliefs 



sinkhole – depression on the surface of the land caused by the collapse of a cave roof 

tourism – business of providing food, places to stay, and other services to visitors from 

other places 

 

Questions 

What is Mexico’s main region? 

Mexico’s main region is the Mexican Plateau. 

 

What are 2 reasons that Mexico has different climate areas? 

Mexico’s large size and different elevations cause it to have many different climate areas. 

 

What is Mexico’s most important resource, and where is it found? 

Oil is Mexico’s most important resource, and it is found along the Gulf coast, under the 

Gulf of Mexico, and in the Southern Highlands. 

 

How has rapid population growth affected northern Mexico? 

Northern cities have grown rapidly, resulting in overcrowding, air pollution, and unsanitary 

conditions. 

 

What natural disasters can strike Mexico? 

The natural disasters that can strike Mexico are hurricanes and volcanic eruptions. 

 

How did government in Mexico change the 2000 election? 

The presidential election was more fair than previous elections and the PRI candidate was 

defeated. 

 

What share of Mexico’s population can read and write? 

About 91% of Mexicans over 15 years of age can read and write. 



 

Why do some workers leave Mexico for the United States? 

Some workers come to the United States to find work. 

 

What is NAFTA, and how has it affected Mexico’s economy? 

NAFTA is a free-trade agreement among the United States, Canada, and Mexico. It has 

allowed Mexico’s economy to grow. 

 

How did the Institutional Revolutionary Party stay in power for so long? 

The Institutional Revolutionary Party was able to stay in power so long because it 

controlled presidential elections. 

 

How are remittances important to Mexico? 

Remittances help poor families survive. 

 

How does Mexico’s Constitution of 1917 affect the government? 

Mexico’s Constitution of 1917 determines the government’s structure. 

 

How has the government tried to improve education for Native Americans in Mexico? 

The government has tried to improve education for Native Americans in Mexico by 

providing textbooks and supplies as well as providing instruction in native languages. 

 

What makes Central America and the Caribbean physically unstable? 

The movement of Earth’s plates make Central America and the Caribbean physically 

unstable. 

 

What is an underwater ecosystem common in the Caribbean Sea? 

A coral reef is an underwater ecosystem common in the Caribbean Sea. 

 



How do hurricanes affect Central America and the Caribbean? 

Hurricanes threaten people’s safety and damage the infrastructure. 

 

Name 3 ways that the region’s (Mexico) people live off the land? 

Tourism, cattle ranching, and farming are three ways the region’s people live off the land. 

 

What are the effects of deforestation? 

Deforestation causes soil to erode and become dry. It also causes the people or animals 

that lived in that forest to no longer have a home. Sometimes it might mean that 

important medicines from plants are lost.  

 

What makes Panama an ideal place for building a canal? 

Panama is an ideal place for building a canal because it is narrow and between 2 oceans. 

 

In what ways is Caribbean culture a blend of other cultures? 

The Caribbean blends many languages, diverse ethnic backgrounds, and a variety of 

cultural traditions. 

 

How are people trying to improve the region’s economy? 

People are trying to improve the economy by supporting free trade, through land reform, 

and by establishing cooperatives. 

 

What are the benefits of ecotourism? 

Ecotourism hurts the environment less and often contributes to local economies. 

 

What are some effects of diaspora?  

Some of the effects of diaspora are reduced populations, stronger economies, and cultural 

diffusion.  

 


