
Australia and the Pacific Study Guide 

 

Vocabulary 

Antarctic Treaty – agreement signed by twelve countries in 1959 that preserves 

Antarctica for peaceful and scientific use 

Atoll – a ring-shaped coral island enclosing a body of water 

climate change – long-term significant change to a region’s average weather 

coral reef – a formation of rock-like material made up of the skeletons of tiny marine 

creatures 

coup – sudden violent overthrow of a government, often by the military 

drought – long period of extremely dry weather 

glacier – slow-moving body of ice 

ice sheet- large mass of compressed ice 

iceberg – large floating mass of ice 

indigenous – native to a region 

nuclear weapon – powerful explosive device that can cause widespread destruction 

Outback – a sparsely inhabited region of Australia with low plateaus and plains 

ozone layer – layer of the atmosphere that filters out most of the sun’s harmful ultraviolet 

rays 

pack ice – seasonal ice that floats on water rather than being attached to land 

plate tectonics – theory that explains how huge blocks of Earth’s crust called “plates” 

move 



primary industry – industry involving the collection of resources from nature, such as 

fishing 

secondary industry – industry involving the use of resources to create new products, such 

as manufacturing 

 

 

Questions 

What are the three subregions of the Pacific region? 

The 3 subregions of the Pacific region are Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia. 

 

How has plate movement affected the region? 

Plate tectonics has created many volcanoes and islands and isolated many animal and plant 

species. 

 

How does the availability of resources affect population in the region? 

Population is much higher on islands with more plentiful resources, such as islands with 

higher elevations. 

 

What is the name of New Zealand’s indigenous people? 

The Maori are New Zealand’s indigenous people. 

 

How does Australia select leaders and establish laws? 

Australians elect their leaders. These leaders help establish law by working in or with the 

parliament. 

 

Which countries in the region are wealthiest? 

Australia and New Zealand are the wealthiest countries in this region. 



How is sea level rise affecting the Pacific region? 

Sea level rise is causing erosion in low-lying areas. 

 

How do Antarctica’s climate and landscape affect life there? 

Antarctica’s climate and landscape make it extremely difficult to live there. 

 

How do people use Antarctica today? 

Today, people use Antarctica for research purposes. 

 


