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About the Artists
Kit S., Jr. Editor, 6th Grade
The winners of this issue’s cover of Wildcat Tales are Sammie (6th Grade), Abby (4th Grade), Ginny (4th Grade), Dave (4th Grade), and Maisy M. (Kindergarten).
After school one day, Dave immediately thought that drawing a cover for Wildcat Tales would be fun and interesting. His siblings saw what he was doing and they
too became interested and wanted to lend a hand. “When I first heard the theme of the summer issue of Wildcat Tales, I immediately thought of a Wildcat running
in the track meet, which was taking place next weekend,” says Dave M.. The siblings all love to run and were very excited for the track meet that was quickly
approaching. “My favorite distance to run is 5ks, but I really just enjoy running,” says Ginny. The siblings worked hard on their drawing for a couple of days. “The
theme ‘Finish Strong’ is very important. We need to keep working our hardest and studying until the very last day of school,” says Sammie. The siblings are also
very excited for summer. Their favorite things to do in the summer are going to the beach, the pool, and on vacations. “Our favorite beach to go to during the
summer is Sunset Beach in North Carolina,” says Abby. More drawing will most likely be part of their summer as well. Maisy said, “I also like to draw. I draw
hearts and people at home.” The McCarthy siblings did an amazing job on the Wildcat Tales cover, and are very excited for summer break. Congratulations to the
M. siblings for their work towards finishing the school year strong!

A Message from the Secretary, Grace M.
Grace M., 8th Grade
All through my years at OLGC, I have dreamed of being a part of Student Council. Being an officer just seemed so exciting! The role of Secretary is a rewarding
and dedicated experience.
At the beginning of the year, I wondered what position I should run for. I viewed the choice of Secretary, and I knew it was for me. The role of Secretary isn’t
just for those who are gifted in note taking and paying attention; it is a role for those who are hardworking, and diligent. To be the Secretary, you have to be
someone that others can depend on. You have to set the theme for the rest of your OLGC team. You have to be able to speak to people, and let them know what
you have been taking all your diligent notes on! At the start of my career as Secretary, I joined the rest of student council in planning dress down days for charity
events. My personal favorite was “Go Pink Day.” We raised money for women with breast cancer, and everyone donned pink outfits. We then started planning
“International Day.” Planning International Day was hard work. First, we had to choose a charity. We chose “Camp Fiesta.” Camp Fiesta is a camp for children
whose parents work or aren’t around to care for them during the day. The children come and play games with the kind volunteers there. We helped them as they
were desperately in need of help. We donated crayons, drawstring bags, index cards, colored pencils, and various school supplies. Next, we worked on planning
the Middle School Dance. The dance was themed “Under the Sea.” It was a huge success! There was a great DJ, lots of fun music, and beautiful decorations.
Everyone had a great time. We did many projects over the course of the year, but those were my favorites.
I had an awesome time as the Secretary, and some of the things I learned were: to be organized, be punctual, be independent, and to be easy going! Sometimes,
not everything goes your way when planning. But you have to learn that if you tried your best, there’s nothing else you can do. Just let it go, and learn from your
mistakes. To anyone thinking of becoming the Secretary, or running for student council next year: Good luck! Work hard and always keep your goals in sight.
And if you don’t win, don’t fret! There are many other ways you can be a part of student council. Student Council representatives are also great ways to be
involved; I was a representative myself when I was younger! I’m sad to leave OLGC, but I’m glad to know it’s being left in good hands.

A Message from the Treasurer, Ashley S.
Ashley S., 8th Grade
I am Ashley S., your student council treasurer. As student council treasurer, it is my job to count the money collected every time there is a dollar dress-down day
or any type of fundraiser event. I also help to come up with different ways to make money as well as decide where the money from each event goes.
This year student council mainly worked on several fundraisers and drives to collect money and supplies for Camp Fiesta, a summer camp in Tennessee for kids
whose parents work on tomato farms. Each grade was assigned an object to bring in for example, second and third grade brought in flash cards. In addition to
supplies, we were able to collect over $1,500 thanks to several successful fundraisers such as taping Mr. Poole to the pole and the Middle School Dance. The
students of OLGC really helped to make these kids' summers amazing.
Student Council not only gave me leadership experience but it also allowed me to be more involved in the behind-the-scenes work of every event that goes on in
this school. I am proud to have been a part of student council. If you are in seventh grade, I highly recommend running next year.
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SUMMER WILDCATS

WILDCAT GUESTS

5 Great Summer Activities
Grace F., 3rd Grade
Kyra A., 3rd Grade

2nd Grade Chicks
Sofia R., 2nd Grade
Brooke D., 2nd Grade

These are 5 great things that you and your
family can do over the summer:

The second grade just got twelve eggs. We
hope that these eggs hatch into baby chicks.
To help them, the second graders will spray
the air inside the incubator with water to
keep it moist. We will also turn the eggs in
the trays so they get heat on all sides.

1) Camping: I like camping in Shenandoah
National Park and we go every year. I like it
because we get to sleep outside in tents and
we see birds, bears, squirrels and other
animals when we go on hikes every day.
2) Amusement parks: What I like about
amusement parks are the roller coasters and
other rides. My favorite amusement parks
are Kings Dominion, LEGOLAND in
Florida, and Great Wolf Lodge in
Williamsburg.
3) Day Camps: What I like about camps is
that some of them have pools and you go on
field trips to amusement parks. The camps
that I like best are Merritt Academy,
Cuppett, Appletree and Harmonia. At
Harmonia you act out a play on stage and
you get roles for the play. You also do
rehearsal every day and there is art there too.
I like to go to Merritt Academy when they
go on field trips and you can also go to the
pool if you want.
4) Shopping: My favorite things about
shopping are that you get to go out and buy
things and buy whatever you like. My
favorite shopping places to go are the mall,
Justice, Toys "R" Us, Target, and Walmart. I
also like to go to Macy's and different places
in the mall and eat at restaurants.
5) Sleepovers: What I like about sleepovers
is that you get to go to somebody's house or
somebody comes to your house for the
night. You can have breakfast together in
the morning and sometimes even dinner and
a movie the night before. My best friends to
have over are my friends down the street
and friends from school.
Those are some of the best things I like
about summer.

A Big Summer for Sports
Tony I., 3rd Grade
Summer is great for sports. When I asked
Josh P. in 4th grade what sports he is doing
this summer, he said that he is doing
Taekwondo and swimming. I also asked
Mari K. in 3rd grade and she said that she is
playing basketball and soccer this summer. I
am playing golf and baseball. I even got new
golf clubs! For baseball I am in Vienna
Little League Triple A, and will be going to
baseball camp in August. When you are not
playing sports, you can read sports books
during the summer. A great sports book is
Full Count: The Top 10 Lists of Everything
in Baseball.

After a few weeks the eggs will be ready to
hatch. We will get ready by putting water in
the water bowl inside the chicks' tank.
When they hatch, they will be hungry so we
will put food in the tank too.
After all of the chicks have hatched, we will
give them back to the farm. We will be sad
to see the chicks go, but we will be glad
because other kids will have a chance
to experience the happiness that we felt.

WILDCAT ADVENTURES
Newseum Field Trip
Liz F., 5th Grade
This is a report about the awesome fifth
grade field trip to the Newseum. The
Newseum is a huge museum that tells about
history dating back hundreds of years. Our
grade went on this cool scavenger hunt that
our teacher Mrs. Kehoe made. It allowed us
to go around the Newseum, seeing many
things. Some things we saw were a segment
and tower of the actual Berlin Wall, there
was a huge wall of newspapers, and there
was an awesome 4-D movie that most of our
groups got to watch. Another one of the
things that my group got to do was a news
reporting station. You can stand in front of a
camera and read the script that the screen
shows. The computer technology projects an
image behind you. You can choose many
scenes to be in. Some are a Washington
Wizards game, a snowy forest, and in front
of the Newseum. Half way through the day,
we ate lunch. After that, we had a couple
more hours to do whatever we had not done.
I hope this has been entertaining and
encourages you to go to the Newseum.
Computer Club Field Trip
Nadia G., 6th Grade

Artist: Maria B.
1st Grade

Kindergarten Butterflies
Stephanie S., 5th Grade
I had the privilege to see the butterflies in the
Kindergarteners’ classrooms and in the
science lab! “Most of them were monarchs.
There were about 35 in each class but some
went straight back to heaven. Then there
were about 30 healthy ones.” said
Mrs.Valleskey. Overall, when I saw the
butterflies they had SO much energy. They
were stunning. I got to interview some of the
Kindergarteners and asked them: Do you
like the butterflies and if so, why? And: Are
you happy to let them go or no?
Here are some of their answers:
Landon M.: “I like the butterflies very much.
They eat a lot and fly a lot.”
Harper P.: “We should let them go so they
can fly around. If they don’t it would
be bad.”
Peter B.: “I like their camouflage. They are
interesting.”
I
interviewed
about
20
of
the
Kindergarteners. Overall most of them really
liked the butterflies! The butterflies drink
sugar water and eat flowers. Also, each
morning Mrs.Valleskey’s class wrote a
journal entry on their life process. I bet the
new Kindergarteners next year can’t wait for
their turn to raise butterflies!

The computer club field trip is an amazing
experience. It is hosted every two years in
Washington, DC. It is a tradition for OLGC
to travel by metro to the fair. The commute
takes about 45 minutes. The STEM festival
is the largest national science and
engineering festival. Multiple booths are set
up. Each booth represents a certain topic.
For example, there was a nanotechnology
booth. Nano-technology is a branch of
technology that manages dimensions less
than 100 nanometers. The booths consist of
very interesting fields. A majority of the
volunteers who manage the booths are in
college. Two years ago students from Naval
Academy helped out. In addition, there are
hands on projects for children to enjoy. The
activities include extracting DNA from a
strawberry or learning how to use a drill.
The most common section for people to go
to is the Air Force simulator. It simulates
real life situations in the military such as
how it feels to fly in an actual aircraft. Since
most of the people go to this station, it is
such a prolonged wait. The average wait
time is 2 hours. There are also guest
speakers. This year the STEM fair attendees
were able to contact an astronaut in outer
space and have a conversation. Overall, I
think this is a wonderful experience. It does
expand your imagination. It also gives you a
sense of different careers and jobs. I think
that I will be going to this fair the next time
it takes place in Washington, D.C.
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WILDCAT ADVENTURES Continued
Baltimore Science Center
Tommy F., Editor, 8th Grade
The eighth grade took a field trip to the
Baltimore Science Center on April 12, 2016.
There were many things to see, do, and
enjoy. The hands-on experiments and
activities made it really fun for everyone
there. Our class walked out of the Science
Center at the end of the day with our minds
and stomachs full.
At the Physics Exhibit, there was a machine
on which there were four seats in which one
could sit down, and then one could pull
himself up using a pulley system in each
chair. When I tried different chairs, I noticed
each pulley chair had a different difficultly
to pull myself up. Each pulley chair was
different because of the amount of pulleys
on each system. The one with three pulleys
was the easiest because the weight was
distributed through more pulleys. This was a
fun "simple machine" that taught a lot about
physics.
In the Life Science section there was a bed
of nails, which was really fun and a little
scary to be lie on, and surprisingly didn't
hurt. But what was most interesting to me
was an activity where there were four metal
bars, two of them cold, and two of them hot.
They combined in the middle, and when you
touched them, you could not tell if they were
cold or hot, and your nervous system seemed
to be on overload. If you touched the cold
bar first, then the warm bar, and finally the
cold and warm bars together, the combined
bars appeared to be hot, even though they
were not. This applied to what we learned in
seventh grade because we learned a lot about
the major systems of the body, and the
nervous system was one of them. It
demonstrated that our skin contains nerve
receptors that send signals to the brain to
warn about possible dangers from hot or
cold through pain. It was something really
fun to experience, and one of the many
interesting things to do in that section of the
Science Center.
One exhibit that I found interesting in the
Earth Science section of the Science Center
was the activity where you could create your
own Solar System, where you could input
different planets, create asteroid fields, and
launch space rock projectiles. This taught
me many different outcomes of what
happens when planets are too close to, or too
far away from their sun, or hit by space rock
projectiles. This reminds me of when I
studied the solar system and energy in sixth
grade. We learned about how planets move
around in solar systems, and also about the
energy and gravity of the sun, and how it is
capable of sucking in planets, or slingshotting asteroids by its gravitational pull. It
made me appreciate the power of the sun in
our solar system and how vital it is to what
happens here on Earth. What made this
activity so fun was that it was so interactive.

Continued Baltimore Science Center
The exhibit I liked best was the Planetarium.
Not only was it really interesting to see the
“sky” in the domed ceiling “move” in the
manor that it did, but I was intrigued by the
material about Black Holes that was
presented in the show. My general
impression of the Baltimore Science Center
was that it was interactive and educational,
while enjoyable and relaxed at the same
time. There was freedom to roam and
explore. I liked how each activity taught you
something, and sometimes I didn't even have
to read the description to know what had just
happened. One negative is that because the
Science Center is so popular it was very
crowded, and we were almost prohibited
from doing certain activities because we had
to wait in lines. That indicates what a
popular place the Baltimore Science Center
is--it was an entertaining and enlightening
field trip.

Artist: Mikayla D.
Kindergarten

Cub Scouts and the Dogs of Dulles
Aidan S., 3rd Grade
The 3rd grade
Cub
Scout Williamson
Bear Den went on a
Artist:
Caroline
Dogs of Dulles 4th
tourGrade
during their spring
break. It was great and really interesting.
The tour was at Dulles Airport. We learned a
lot about the dogs who work with the airport
police officers. They are called K-9 units.
The dogs are trained to smell for explosives
and stolen hidden money in suitcases. These
dogs are very smart and kind.
One dog named King gave us a really neat
demonstration. King had to find the suitcase
that had the bad things in it. He had to pick
from five different suitcases. King did a
great job!
The policemen train the dogs to work hard to
protect everyone at the airport. The Dogs of
Dulles tour was phenomenal and we learned
a lot!

Picture from Dogs of Dulles Tour

Jamestown Field Trip
Mallory V., 4th Grade
The Intimidator, Kings Dominion

Calling all settlers!! This past April the
fourth grade classes went to Jamestown and
Yorktown. The early settlers really had it
tough! We learned a little bit about the
Powhatan Indians. For example, during the
winters they would keep the fur but not the
animals and in the summer they would use
sea shells to scrape the fur off. The
Powhatans would also make boats called
dugouts. If I ever tried to make my own
boat, it would probably tip right over!
After we finished our visit in the Indian
village, we learned about the ship the
Discovery and how they used tools to tell
north from south and east from west. Then
we went on a replica of the Discovery. It was
so big! After that came was my favorite part,
the houses. Some houses were very beautiful
like the governor’s house or the house
belonging to the rich land owner. The best
part was definitely the living room. It was
amazing. The silverware was so detailed and
I learned that instead of putting fancy rugs
on the floor like we do now, they put fancy
runners on the tables to show off. When it
was time to eat they would roll the runners
up. The regular farmers or fishermen had
their supplies in their homes and their
children would sleep upstairs.
Finally we went to the gallery where I
learned about the different tasks of the
Powhatans, Africans and the English It was
a very busy day and a super fun trip. I am so
glad we visited Jamestown this year!
Choir News
Rebecca H., 5th Grade
The OLGC school choir consists of students
from 4th through 8th grades. On May 14th,
we participated in a choir competition,
Music in the Parks. The competition was
held at Courtland High School in
Spotsylvania, VA. The choir competed in
the Middle School Treble Choir Division.
Choir members competed in the morning
then we all had fun at the Kings
Dominion amusement park. After a full day
of fun, we attended the awards ceremony
held at Kings Dominion. The choir received
a rating of Excellent, and first place in the
division.
Esprit de Corps award was also awarded to
the OLGC choir. Esprit de Corps award was
presented to students from a school who
demonstrated proper social behavior as well
as musical behavior/encouragement. They
possess the qualities of highly successful
people who are sensitive to the feelings of
others and applaud accomplishments no
matter if by one’s own school or another
school. Evaluation took place from arrival at
the festival site to the awards presentation.
All schools were eligible for this award, but
only one group, our OLGC school choir, had
the honor of taking this trophy with them
back to their school. Go OLGC!
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WILDCAT BITES

WILDCAT FACTS

Mrs. McCleary’s Favorite Recipe
Catherine V., 5th Grade

Roller Coasters in the Record Books
Kit S., Jr. Editor, 6th Grade

Mrs. McCleary’s favorite recipe is Goat
Cheese Chicken. The ingredients for the
recipe are the following:
-4 chicken thighs with the bone and
skin
-4 oz. of herb goat cheese
-Seasoning for the chicken (she
usually uses Adobo or a blend of
garlic, cayenne, and cumin, but you
can use any seasoning you want to
use)
Instructions:
1. Pre-heat oven to 375o F.
2. Trim any excess fat off of the
chicken.
3. Cut the goat cheese into four even
chunks.
4. Season the chicken.
5. Separate the skin a little from the
meat to create a pocket.
6. Place the goat cheese in between
the skin and the meat.
7. Bake for 35-45 minutes.

Summer is almost here and that means
vacations, time at the pool, barbeques, and
roller coasters! Actually, if you ask me,
roller coasters are great anytime of the year.

You will want to serve this immediately. For
sides she usually dices and roasts potatoes in
olive oil, salt, and pepper and serves with a
side of salad. You could even serve it with
rice, couscous, or even quinoa if you prefer.

Artist: Giovanni Z.
3rd Grade

WILDCAT DATE
History of National Donut Day
Nick M., 5th Grade
We all know the best part of Sunday Mass
each month is the donut social after the
service. Who doesn’t love donuts? Glazed,
chocolate covered or with sprinkles,
everyone has a favorite. We celebrate these
delicious treats on National Donut Day each
year on the first Friday of June. This year
National Donut Day will be celebrated on
June 3. The Salvation Army created this day
in 1938 in honor of their members who
served donuts and coffee to soldiers during
World War I to bring the soldiers good
cheer. What you might not know is that
there are actually two National Donut Days.
The second National Donut Day is on
November 5th which is a commercial
holiday created by the National Food
Council to get people to buy and eat donuts.
It’s like celebrating two Christmas Days double the delicious excitement of donuts!

Have you ever ridden a roller coaster and
then afterwards thought, “Wow, I wonder
how fast we were going?” Roller coasters
are able to travel at high speeds because of
energy, friction, and gravity. When a
rollercoaster goes up a tall track, it is being
pulled by a chain. This causes potential
energy to build up. As the cars race down
the track the potential energy changes into
kinetic energy, or the energy of movement.
Roller coaster tracks are made of a special
material that reduces the amount of friction,
so speed is also gained this way. Modern
roller coasters are constructed of steel.
Older ones though, are made of wood. New
technology and engineering are allowing
roller coasters to become more complex in
shape with faster speeds.
If you want to ride the fastest roller coasters
in our area, where should you go? There are
many great amusement parks in the area
with a lot of fast roller coasters. For
example, at Busch Gardens the “SheiKra”
races down the track at 70 miles per hour
with a 200 foot drop. Is that not fast
enough? Well, if you are looking for
something even faster, then you might want
to head to Hershey Park. Here you can find
a roller coaster named “Skyrush” and it will
propel you at 75 miles per hour. Still want
something even faster? At Kings Dominion
the “Intimidator” is the ninth fastest roller
coaster in the world. It races around the
track at 90 miles per hour with a thrilling
300 foot drop to start the ride off. This 300
foot drop is the same height as the Statue of
Liberty in New York!
Hopefully you will get to experience some
of these amazing roller coasters this
summer, but remember…hold on tight!

The Intimidator, Kings Dominion

10 Facts About My Sister
Stephanie S., 5th Grade
Facts about my sister, Kelley S.:
1. She Was MVP two times for her
basketball team called “Saints”
2. She has a Fabulous Little sister in 5th
grade named Stephanie
3. She has many friends such as: Mary,
Christina, Jasmine, Mary V., Nicole,
Monica, and More!
4. She has red hair! (I know such a
surprise!)
5. Her 2nd Grade teacher was Mrs.
Williams
6. She loves to play basketball
7. She is tall!
8. Her initials are KFS almost KFC!
9. She is in 7th grade (going into 8th)
10. She’s been to Florida, Virginia,
Maryland, Rhode Island, Delaware,
South Carolina, North Carolina, And
WAY more!

Artist: Alexander A.
3rd Grade

Wildcats and OLGC Students Have
Much in Common!
Alexander A., 3rd Grade
1. Wildcats eat meat and fish. OLGC
students eat healthy meat.
.
2. Wildcats are very good swimmers
and can climb tall mountains. OLGC
students love to climb on the
playground outside and swim in the
pool.
3. Wildcats can survive bad weather.
OLGC students stay inside when it
rains for recess.
4. Wildcats can live anywhere. OLGC
students live in their homes but go to
different places.
5. Wildcats can climb tall trees. OLGC
students have fun climbing trees in
their yards.
OLGC students face some challenging
activities like basketball or football
tournaments. Also, with thunderstorms,
Wildcats take shelter just like OLGC
students would take shelter in school. You
can see that OLGC students are just as
adaptive and resilient as Wildcats!
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WILDCAT FACTS
Continued
Altar Relics
Sammie M., 6th Grade
Kit S., Jr. Editor, 6th Grade
In Medieval times, Catholic churches had
relics under their altars. These relics
included valuables, religious items, and
even the remains of saints. The practice of
putting relics from Saints under the altars
started with how Catholics remembered the
saints and martyrs while they celebrated
Mass in catacombs during the Persecution.
The first stone altars were actually the
tombs of saints and martyrs. The relics were
were so valuable they attracted the attention
of Vikings and Magyars. The Vikings and
Magyars would dig up monasteries and
churches, not to find the religious relics, but
the pure golden boxes with jewels that
contained them. Even today, all permanent
altars in Catholic Churches have relics.
Altar relics were placed under altars in
Medieval times, but now they are usually
placed in hollow spaces within altars that act
as secure boxes. Only the Church’s
permanent altars have relics inside them
today, but temporary ones, or ones that you
can move to different places, do not.
OLGC's altars are temporal altars; therefore,
they do not have any relics inside them. The
original altar where the first Mass at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Church was
celebrated was a permanent altar, and it did
contain a Saint’s bones in it. You can find
the part of this altar in the narthex at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Church. The hollow
space that the relic is in looks like a small
circle cut into the stone.
The history of relics is very interesting. It is
a practice that stretches from medieval times
to the present. It is very intriguing how
many traditions we still use today date back
to Medieval times. The 6th graders have
been studying how the Catholic Church
evolved through the ages and we found this
practice was fascinating. Even the history of
Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, which
is almost sixty years old, is interesting. Next
time you go to Church, try to imagine what
relic might be inside your altar during Mass.

WILDCAT REVIEWS
Mod Pizza
Maya H., 7th Grade

Movie Review of Zootopia
Ella H., 2nd Grade

As you walk in the door of Mod Pizza, the
new pizza restaurant in Vienna, you smell
the pleasant aroma of pizza baking in the
oven. You see the colorful walls with signs
welcoming Vienna residents and pictures of
happy customers on their walls. Mod Pizza
gives you two options for ordering. You get
to either choose one of their specialty pizzas
that already have set toppings or choose the
ingredients you want on your pizza. The
really weird thing is that the cheese is nondairy. The best part is that they make it right
in front of you! After they add all the
toppings and the sauce, they place your
pizza in a fiery oven to bake until they are
ready to serve to you.

Zootopia is a movie about a bunny named
Judy Hopps and a fox named Nick Wilde.
During Judy’s childhood she dreams of
being a police officer. Little does she know
that she will become one. As she grows up
she goes to a school that teaches her how to
be a police officer and she becomes the first
bunny to be one. She takes on dangerous
tasks, and has fun while doing it all. I think
Zootopia is a terrific movie. I recommend
this movie because it has some great music
like the “Try Everything” song. The “Try
Everything” song is about trying everything
until you succeed and that is why I like it.
It’s a great song too! I also recommend that
you get the soundtrack.

Mod Pizza claims that they are "Super Fast."
The truth is that they're kind of slow when it
is a busy night. The first impression of the
pizza is disappointing because the slices of
pizza are super uneven and sloppy. I don't
know if they are doing that on purpose or if
they really don't know how to cut a pizza.
The taste itself, though, is amazing. The
crust is crispy and even though the cheese is
non-dairy, it tastes like normal cheese and is
delicious.

Last Shot
Stefan M., 5th Grade

It may be a little slow and kind of confusing
the first time you order, but overall, I think
that Mod Pizza is a very good place to go if
you want a tasty meal. It is a fun place to go
with friends and good for all ages. I would
give this restaurant a 3 and 1/2 out of 5
stars.
Review of Folger Shakespeare Library
and Theater for Shakespeare Birthday
Patricia M., 8th Grade
On April 23, we celebrated William
Shakespeare’s 400th birthday at The Folger
Shakespeare Library and Theater in
Washington D.C. This library has the largest
collection of Shakespeare’s writings in the
world. The library also has a tradition of
throwing Shakespeare a birthday party every
year. Cool, right? At the party they had a
short preview of the Reduced Shakespeare
Company (RSC) plays. The preview was
held in the Library’s theater, which
transforms you to another time and place. I
definitely had the feeling I was in the old
Globe Theater in London! The RSC did a
“mashup” of what it would be like if
different Shakespeare characters met, and it
was hilarious. In the Library you can tour
through the rooms and look at the beautiful
paintings and stained glass windows. They
also had the Nickel Shakespeare girl who
performed
five-minute
versions
of
Shakespeare’s plays. Then outside on the
front lawn we watched a swordfighting
demonstration given by the instructor who
choreographed the plays performed at the
Theater. Towards the end of the party, they
had a huge cake that was decorated with
quotes from Shakespeare’s plays. They had
a reenactor of Queen Elizabeth 1 cutting the
cake, which was served to everyone! I
highly recommend it for future years.

Do you like sports? Do you like
mysteries? Then do I have a book for you.
Last Shot by John Feinstein is about the
NCAA Final Four basketball tournament.
The star player for the small school of
Minnesota State is being blackmailed! First,
two kids (Stevie Thomas and Susan Carol
Anderson) win a writing competition and
they get to be kid reporters at the Final Four.
Then, one day they hear somebody talking
to the star player of MSU and they overhear
someone say, “You better win the first game
then lose the finals.” Soon, the two kid
reporters are turning into detectives trying to
find out who is blackmailing the star player
(Chip Graber). The spying goes on and
Stevie and Susan Carol need excuses to tell
their dads because they don’t want to say
that they are lying. Near the middle of the
book the kids are almost positive that they
know who is blackmailing Chip Graber,
although, there are some interesting turns
from the middle to the end of the book.
I hope that this book review helped you find
a new book to read, and if you read this
book, hopefully you like it as much as I did.

Artist: Mikayla D.
Kindergarten
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WILDCAT SPORTS
2016
Rio Olympic Games
WILDCAT
REVIEWS
Margaret M., 6th Grade

Let the countdown for the 2016 Summer
Olympic Games begin! The games are going
to be held in Rio de Janeiro this year. The
opening ceremony is on August 5th in the
Maracanã Stadium, the same stadium that
was used for the 2014 World Cup. This
event will be followed by golf’s return to the
Summer Olympics after an absence of 112
years and Michael Phelps’, an American
swimmer, reappearance for his very last
Olympics. However, amidst these exciting
surprises, everyone is still looking forward
to the other trademark events.
Some of these popular trademark events
include soccer, beach volleyball, and
swimming. All soccer events will be held in
Maracanã Stadium, which seats about
79,000 people. Swimmers will earn the gold
at the Olympic Aquatics Stadium in Barra
Olympic Park, and beach volleyball players
will hit the sand on the Copacabana beach.
Although every Olympics consists of new
and improved athletes, there will be some
familiar faces among the contestants. Alex
Morgan and Carli Lloyd are competing in
the women’s soccer events, along with
others from their U.S. Women’s National
team. Michael Phelps and his friend and
rival, Ryan Lochte, are jumping in the pool
to race, too. Even though you might be
cheering for these athletes, be sure to look
out for new faces that you might see again in
2020.
Even though you will probably be cheering
for the U.S.A., there are thousands of other
athletes from various countries going for
gold this year. Nearly 210 nations are
expected to be in Rio on August 5th with
more than 10,500 athletes overall. Some of
the
participating
countries
include
Colombia, Norway, France, and China.
Remember to watch the Olympics all the
way to August 21st as all of the countries’
athletes participate in a fun and healthy
competition.
Doing the Impossible Never Seemed So
Normal
Dean V., 7th Grade
A few weeks ago I came across an
interesting video titled, Hitting a Major
League Fastball Should be Impossible by
Business Insider. After watching the video I
agreed that hitting a baseball should be
impossible. In Major League Baseball, it
takes an average of 400 milliseconds for the
ball to reach the plate. It takes the batter 125
milliseconds to see the pitch and process it.
In addition, it takes 150 milliseconds to
swing the bat. That leaves 125 milliseconds
to decide whether you want to swing at the
pitch or not. To put it in perspective, it takes
300-400 milliseconds to blink. After the
batter has decided to swing he will have 7
milliseconds to connect with the ball.
Anything before or after that window of
time will be a foul ball or a strike.

Continued Doing the Impossible Never
Seemed So Normal
Now, how do these professional baseball
players do it? Most players begin to start
their swing early. They will have 50
milliseconds to check their swing before the
bat goes too far. The most successful way
players hit a pitch in Major League Baseball
is by predicting the future. You may not
realize that our brains like to anticipate the
future. Batters predict the trajectory of the
ball based on the movement of the pitcher’s
arm. This makes up for the fact that players
do not actually see the ball until it is a
quarter of the way heading towards them.
With these facts, it is clear to see how
hitting a baseball is nothing short of
impossible.

Artist: Victoria D.
1st Grade

Concussions
Regina H., Jr. Editor, 7th Grade
Most sports-related head injuries, such as
concussions (which temporarily interfere
with the way the brain works) are mild and
allow for complete recovery.
Head injuries take time to heal. Children
need time to rest until their symptoms are
gone, which usually takes several days to
several weeks. Children should rest from
both physical and thinking (cognitive)
activities for a day or two after a concussion
and then return to activities gradually as
their symptoms allow.
If an activity such as reading or jogging
causes symptoms, such as headache, you
should take a break, then resume the activity
for shorter periods and gradually work up to
pre-concussion levels as symptoms improve.
A person can develop complications if they
return to sports and other activities before a
concussion has healed. Another blow to the
head while the initial concussion is healing
can occasionally result in longer lasting
symptoms or more-permanent damage.
If you think you have a concussion, seek
immediate medical help. Your doctor will
determine how serious the concussion is and
when it's safe for you to return to sports,
school or other activities.

WILDCAT BYTES
Why Do We Need The “Everyday”
Fitbits?
Grace M., 6th Grade
Are you looking for a Fitbit but only want to
test it out first? Well, the Fitbit Zip is the
perfect starter Fitbit! The Zip tracks your
steps, distance, calories, and active minutes.
Tap the display to see your daily stats and
time of day. All Fitbits, including the Zip,
wirelessly sync to your smartphone. They
are wear and water resistant and their battery
can last up to six months without being
recharged! They come in the colors charcoal,
lime, midnight blue, and magenta.
The Fitbit One is the perfect on-the-go Fitbit
clip for the moderate exercisers and
beginners who are willing to pay $40.00
more for a more upscale version of the Zip.
priced at $99.95, it tracks everything the Zip
does, but it has a few nice extra features.
One of which is the silent wake alarm, which
helps the One monitor your sleep and wake
(patterns). By tapping the OLED display,
you can access your daily stats and the time
of day. The One comes in black and
burgundy colors with a battery that can last
for up to two weeks without being
recharged.
Are you a beginner looking for a wristband
fitness monitor, not a clip? Well, the flex is
right for you! Priced at $99.95, the flex
monitors your steps, distance, calories
burned, active minutes, hourly activity, and
stationary time. The LED lights indicate how
close or far away you are from reaching your
daily goal and the battery can go for up to
five days without being recharged.
For the moderate exerciser to the marathon
runner to anyone, the Fitbit Charge will help
you stay motivated and get up off of the
couch! Tracking your steps, distance,
calories burned, active minutes, and sleepwake patterns, you really can know yourself
just a bit better with this! At $129.95 and can
hold battery life for up to five days, why not
get it? And if that was not enough, the
Charge is water and wear resistant. The
Charge comes in black, slate, blue, and
burgundy.
Priced at $129.95, this is just the best
birthday, mother’s day, or just a special gift
for almost anyone. The Alta tracks
everything that the other, everyday Fitbits
do. You can also receive text, calendar, and
Caller ID notifications, right to your wrist!
This all-around amazing Alta comes in
black, blue, plum, and teal colors.
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WILDCAT POLL

WILDCAT HEALTH
Ways to Keep Your Brain Healthy
Grace M., 6th Grade
1. Eat fish weekly.
2. Write in cursive - studies show that
cursive can be better for your brain
than print writing.

Middle School Poll
Clement G., PJ W., Tommy F., Editors, 8th Grade
We took a poll of the middles school students.
The question posed, “Would you rather be SUPER FAST or SUPER STRONG?”
Here are the results:

3. Turn down the brightness on
electronics (includes “night shift” on
new IOS versions on Apple devices)
- doing this helps eye strain, making
you feel less drowsy.
4. Have a pet - petting a domesticated
animal can release dopamine, making
you happier.
5. Meditate - meditation actually calms
the brain. A study performed on
Buddhist monks vs. beginning
meditators showed that the monks’
brains were actually different.
6. Learn something new every day - this
helps prevent memory loss.

WILDCAT GAME
Teacher / Staff Challenge
Kit S., Jr. Editor, 6th Grade
Regina H., Jr. Editor, 7th Grade
How well do you know our OLGC Teachers and Staff? Take the challenge and match the
name with a fun fact.
Match this Teacher /Administration Staff / Specials Teacher:
1. Mrs. Iannone

A. I have been bitten on the hand by a prairie dog while visiting
the Wildlife Loop in South Dakota.

2. Dr. Ross

B. I am a lifelong Pittsburgh Steelers fan.

3. Mr. McDonald

C. When I was in 12th grade, I was voted “Most Reserved” in
my graduation class - basically meaning I was considered the
quietest student out of all 500 people in my class.

4. Mrs. Williams

D. I have traveled across the arctic circle.

Regina H., Jr. Editor, 7th Grade

5. Ms. Forbes

E. My favorite football team is the Buffalo Bills.

Extracted from U.S. News and World Heath Report.

6. Mrs. Borkoski Etter

F. I was an exchange student after High School graduation.

7. Mrs. Jewett

G. I have lived in 5 states in all. 4 of them were all in one year.

8. Ms. Gonzales

H. At age 3, I was given a horse by my aunt.

9. Mrs. Valleskey

I. I graduated in the top 10% from Bishop O'Connell.

10. Mrs. Pauli

J. When I was a little girl Willard Scott came to my house
during a snowstorm to ask if I could be on the newscast of the
kids sledding in my neighborhood.

11. Mrs. Taylor

K. I appeared on a local TV show in Miami dancing to the
Macarena song.

12. Ms. Carney

L. I used to be a cheerleader at PVI high school.

13. Mr. Poole

M. I got chased by an ostrich when I was in Australia.

14. Mrs. Smith

N. I am the great-great-great-grandchild of a full-blooded
Lakota Sioux woman.

15. Mrs. McNiff

O. I have been to 23 different countries.

16. Sra. Munguia

P. I hit a homerun during the softball world series.

17. Sra. Meza

Q. I was in a tornado in Arkansas.

18. Mrs. Nelson

R. When I was 7 years old, I came within 5 feet of a buffalo.

19. Mrs. Gartner

S. I went to Germany, Belgium, and Holland to play
basketball against the German Olympic team when I was
17 years old. We won!

7. Eat healthy - helps upkeep overall
brain health.
8. Exercise - prevents addictions such as
smoking, and prevents obesity.
9. Maintain good health habits.
10. Have healthy relationships.
Summer Myth or Fact

1. Avoid hot showers when you're sunburned.
Answer: Truth Heat increases inflammation, further
exacerbating your skin. Cooler water is more
soothing. And that's not limited to shower
temperature—ice packs, frozen peas, and cold lettuce
are also helpful.
2 Hopping on one foot while banging the side of
your head with your hand dislodges water from your
ear.
Answer: Myth Since your ear canal is curved, this
isn't an adequate way to release water. Tilt your head
at a severe angle so that your ear is facing down,
parallel with the ground, and then place the tip of your
index finger into the cuplike spot at the bottom of
your ear. Press your thumb behind your ear, on the
cartilage above your earlobe, and then wiggle your ear
until the water drips out.
3. Scratching mosquito bites makes them worse.
Answer: Truth Even light scratching causes the skin
to release more histamine, an immune system
messenger protein that causes more itching and
swelling. Press an ice cube against the bite instead—it
will slow chemical reactions and soothe itching.
4. Your eyes can get sunburned.
Answer: Truth Symptoms include blurred vision,
irritation, pain, redness, tearing, and temporary vision
loss. Protect yourself by always wearing sunglasses.
Go for sunglasses that provide full protection against
ultraviolet light. Their label should say that the lenses
block 99 or 100 percent of UVA and UVB rays.
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DEAR WILDCAT
Dear Wildcat,
My friend always gets better grades than me. I try
hard but I can never beat her.
Signed,
Me
Dear Me,
I’m sure that this must be frustrating for you! But
you shouldn’t compare yourself to your friend
because you are two very different people. As long as
you’re getting a good education and understanding
what you are learning, that is all that matters. If you
want to compare yourself to someone, compete
against yourself. Try to do better every test you take.
If you get an 89 on one test, try to get a 95 the next
one!
Good luck,
The Wise Wildcat
Dear Wildcat,
When I come to school I am always early and have
no one to play with from my class. What do I do? My
best friend always comes later and we have no time
to play.
Signed,
Early Bird
Dear Early Bird,
If your friend isn’t always as early as you, you can
always play with the other kids even though your
best friend isn’t there. If you are a little shy you can
always bring a book to read or learn how to knit to
keep yourself occupied.
Good luck,
The Wise Wildcat
Dear Wildcat,
I’m in third grade and heard fourth grade is really
hard. Is it?
Signed,
A Third Grader
Dear Third Grader,
I remember the change from third grade to fourth
grade. Fourth grade is a little harder because the
teachers always treat us as if we are big kids. Some
things you should know about fourth grade is always
remember your manners, stay on task, be clean and
organized, be kind and patient, and study hard. If you
do those things, you will do just fine!
Good luck,
The Wise Wildcat
Dear Wildcat,
Why do we have to be quiet at lunch time?
Signed,
Lunch Bunch
Dear Lunch Bunch,
I understand what you mean but the teacher on lunch
duty just wants you to eat more than talk because she
doesn’t want everyone to be hungry and not have
energy for the rest of the day. I know it can be hard,
but save your conversations for recess.
Good luck,
The Wise Wildcat
Dear Wildcat,
This boy likes me and I like him. My friends are
trying to get us together to talk. But we don’t have
time to talk at school. When should we talk and what
will we talk about?
Signed,
Shy
Dear Shy,
You are too young for boys! But if you really like
this one, you can always call or text him after school.
You should find things you have in common to talk
about. If he is nice and the kind of boy you thought
he would be, great. If he is not the one for you, don’t
worry. There are many more boys in the world!
Good luck,
The Wise Wildcat

WILDCATS MOVING UP
Officially Middle School
PJ W., Co-Editor, 8th Grade

Walking Up The Golden Steps
Mallory V., 4th Grade

I asked some 5th graders the following
questions:
1. What do you like about being
upstairs so far?

Fourth graders will be moving upstairs next year,
“walking up the golden steps,” I interviewed
some of my classmates; here are their thoughts:

2. Question: What are you looking
forward to about moving to middle
school?
3. Question: What are some good
things that you have heard about
middle school?
Some of their responses included:
Christian L.: I like switching classes every
day for math, science, social studies, and
language arts. I am looking forward to
having different teachers and classes every
45 min/period and lockers. I have heard that
the teachers are really nice and they know
how each student learns, and teach to fit that
learning style.
Owen L.: I like seeing how middle school
works so that I will be prepared next year. I
am looking forward to using the iPads
because they will help me interact with my
fellow students and my teachers more easily.
In addition, I am looking forward to playing
in CYO. That way I will be able to compete
with other basketball players outside of our
school. I have heard that you get to take off
your shoes in Mrs. Williams class on
Tuesdays.
Matt M.: Being upstairs gives us an
advantage because it helps us prepare for
being in middle school next year. Switching
classes every 45 min because it helps deal
with different types of teachers and their
teaching styles. The iPads make homework
easier and more efficient.
Jack B.:I like being able to see what the
middle school is doing. The iPads because
all of your books are on the iPad, which
makes losing papers hard. You can do your
homework in study hall, and you get to take
your shoes off in Mrs.Williams class on
Tuesdays.
Stephanie S.: I get to see the daily middle
school routine, to get prepared for middle
school next year. Switching classes so that
so you can meet and experience new
teachers. The middle school dance and other
fun events during the year.
Liz F.: We get to switch classes and that
helps to get prepared for middle school. I am
looking forward to lockers and the iPads.
Mrs. Williams lets you take off your shoes
on Tuesdays.

Ella T.: We’ll be the kindergarteners of upstairs,
in other words, we’re going to get trampled.
Sarah M.: The middle school rush will be the
end of our lives.
Caroline W.: I am excited to go upstairs
because I am one step closer to having a full
locker.
Emilia G.: I feel nervous about going upstairs.
Emmie S.: Nervous.
Abby M.: I can’t wait.
Cecilia P.: I know it will be a lot of homework,
but I know it will be fun.
Tahlia C.: It’s like kindergarten all over again.
Ben N.: I’m a big boy now!
Grace W.: I’m excited because I am one step
closer to wearing skirts.
Annie A.: I’m excited because the teachers are
awesome!
Sweetie E.: I’m excited because I will be on the
same floor with my mom and brother.
Jacqueline L.: I’m happy because it means I am
closer to graduating.
Chloe Hopkins: I’m very excited because it will
be much easier than 4th grade.
Adrian K.: 4th grade was fun but I’m ready for
bigger things now.
Raymond L.: I’m nervous but excited at the
same time because I still think 5th grade will be
hard.
Michael M.: I’m not happy because I’m going to
get trampled by the big kids.
Dave M.: I’m excited to go upstairs.
Elizabeth V.: I’m excited because I can’t wait to
do more art projects.
Iain V.: I’m sad because there will be more
books.
Magoo R.: Yay, I’m going to have an iPad next
year!
Luis L.: 5th grade will be a breeze.
Megan L.: I’m excited because I am older.
Ginny M.: I really can’t wait for 5th grade, but I
really, really hope that I am in the same class
with my siblings.
Mallory V.: I know 5th grade will be a
challenge but I know that Mrs. Saied has
prepared me well.

Answers to
Teacher/Staff Challenge
Mrs. Iannone
Dr. Ross
Mr. McDonald
Mrs. Williams
Ms. Forbes
Mrs. BorkoskiEtter
Mrs. Jewett
Ms. Gonzales
Mrs. Valleskey
Mrs. Pauli
Mrs. Taylor
Ms. Carney
Mr. Poole
Mrs. Smith
Mrs. McNiff
Sra. Munguia
Sra. Mreza
Mrs. Nelson
Mrs. Gartner

G
I
N
S
R
D
P
C
M
L
J
Q
O
E
H
K
F
B
A
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WILDCAT SPOTLIGHTS
Sister Sharon
Tommy F., Editor, 8th Grade
Sister Sharon, OLGC’s Director of Liturgy, has announced that she will be leaving at the end
of June to return to her home in Ohio. There she is planning to go to the Community Mother
House and work at the retreat center, where she will do the same things that she does so well
here at OLGC. She also looks forward to spending time with her family and community.
At OLGC, Sister Sharon has been helping to run the church community for the last nine years.
Her many tasks include coordinating the altar servers and the other people who help at the
masses. She plans the prayer services and music for weddings. She also decorates all of the
surroundings of the church with flowers and arrangements. She leads the music at school
masses and plays the guitar to accompany singers or with other OLGC students playing
instruments.
Sister Sharon grew up in Youngstown, OH, with 8 siblings. She knew she wanted to be a nun
when she was in 2nd grade when she was inspired by a nun, Sister Mary Hilary. Later in her
life, another nun named Sister Janet further inspired her. She came to OLGC after working at
College Church in St. Louis, MO, where she earned her Master’s Degree at Aquinas Institute
of Theology. She also taught in Cleveland, OH.
Sister Sharon will miss all the people she met at OLGC and playing for school masses. Some
of her special memories of the school include the kindergarten Thanksgiving prayer service,
the second grade and their First Communion, the closing prayer services, and getting to know
the kids and altar servers. OLGC School will miss Sister Sharon, too, as she does so much for
the OLGC community.
Graduating 8th Graders Attend Local Area High Schools
Tommy F., Editor, 8th grade

The Angela Parios Social Studies
Collection
Catherine V., 5th Grade
Angela Parios was my grandmother, a
Social Studies teacher, and an English
teacher at OLGC for seven years. In honor
of her, a group of teachers and staff made
donations to purchase social studies books
that were put into a collection called the
“Angela Parios Social Studies Collection.”
The collection was dedicated on December
4, 2015. Many teachers, staff, parents, Mr.
Poole, my mother, and my uncles attended.
Fr. Metzger blessed the library and the
collection. The collection started with
twenty-eight books and is growing yearly.
The Social Studies collection relies on
donations to help it grow. Our librarian,
Mrs. Holden, is in charge of choosing the
books for the collection. She gets requests
from teachers for books they would like to
donate. There are books in the collection for
students in every grade to use and enjoy. So
next time you have a social studies report,
check out the Angela Parios Social Studies
collection. My grandmother would be very
proud of this collection in her memory.

We are blessed to have so many good options for high school here in the Washington Metro
area. The 8th grade students have chosen the best choice for high school for themselves. Here is
where everyone in the Class of 2016 will be attending high school.
All those attending Bishop Denis J. O’Connell High School are: Lauren C., Grace C., Eden H.,
Corey K. Natalie L., Jack M., Chunjing N., Regina P., Ashley S., and Abby S..
Those attending Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School are: Sophia F. and Patricia M..
Those who will be attending Gonzaga College High School are: Karl B., Tommy F., Luke F.,
John K., Colin L., Jack P., and PJ W..
Those who will be attending James Madison High School are: Adriana C., David H., Ashleigh
L., Elizabeth O., and Paige W..

“Fun”ction Day Poem
Emily S., 8th Grade

Those who will be attending Paul VI High School are: Patty B., Sofia F., Reilly G., Clement
G., Nadine H., Mathieu J., Grace M., Katie M., Frank P., Mark P., Kyle Q., Emily S., and
Maggie W..

The phrase “Fun”ction Day was coined by
Nadine H. (8th Grade)

Morgan R. and Anna S. will be attending South Lakes High School.
Andrew A. will be attending Langley High School, and Aurora S. will be attending Oakton
High School.
Congratulations to the class of 2016. Good luck to the 8th grade as they start high school!

Functional functions & fractional fun form a
funfest for everyone
Usable utilities & understandable
uniformities
Negative numbers & numerous numerical
numerators
Circumferences of circles
Teaching teenagers to think & to try
Ignoring glitches in the textbook, identifying
integers, & solving inequalities
Operations, ordered pairs, & the origin
Never-ending notebook checks & no real
numbers
Decaying exponentially, degrees, &
denominators
Adding, area, absolute values, & axes
Y-intercepts & the y-axis are all why we
love “FUN”CTIONS!

Artist: Christopher A.
6th Grade
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EDITORIAL
Tommy F.
Editor, 8th Grade
For nine years I have attended Our Lady of Good Counsel School. NINE YEARS! Almost 2/3 of my life. So, one could say that the school has
certainly had a huge impact on me. During this time, I have learned much through my education, from my community and my friendships.
Elementary school was very fun. It was always exciting to find out which teacher you were going to be with for the new school year. I started
kindergarten with kind Mrs. Holden. I was lucky enough to be in Mrs. Francese’s first 2nd grade class, and I loved having Mrs. Williams help us
with 1st Communion. I was also blessed to be in Ms. Richards’ first third grade class, where I learned about multiplication and the states. 4th grade
was the first year I felt really challenged as a student. Mrs. Blatnik and Mrs. Saied did a great job teaching us about Virginia and Science.
5th grade was the first year upstairs, and it was undoubtedly my favorite year at OLGC. I remember dressing up on President Day (instead of
Biography Day). 5th grade was also when I started writing for the Wildcat Tales.
6th grade -- the first year in the middle school. We were given new responsibilities, and I still managed to have a great time. Some highlights were
Medieval Day, getting lockers, and intramural sports. This was the first year I had Social Studies with Mr. McDonald, and he has been an
interesting and outstanding teacher throughout middle school.
7th grade was a great year in the homeroom of Mrs. Knauf, although it was probably the hardest year for me. Mrs. Jewett did a great job guiding us
through the Science Fair process. I strengthened friendships with some old friends, and made some new friends. Time flew that year, and it just
seemed to be fun, although I could not put my finger on why it was so fun.
8th grade has been very enjoyable and busy. My main mentality has been to “finish strong.” I feel that our class has gotten better with managing
everything. 8th grade highlights included Confirmation, and all the meetings and service that led up to it, and field trips to The Baltimore Science
Center and The Holocaust Museum.
I believe that I have received a superior education here at OLGC. I have been challenged in all our subjects, and I feel very prepared to start high
school. In addition, the small class environment made the education feel personal. Speaking of personal, there is no one in my grade that I am not
friendly with. I have been friends with many for the whole nine whole years. A big part of what has made my time at OLGC so impactful is the fact
that we are part of a caring religious community. Weekly mass has been important to me, and I think it makes the school closer. All the clubs and
activities also build our community, and I have been lucky to be part of some great groups like Band, Computer Club, and of course, Wildcat Tales.
I will try to finish strong, and I hope my fellow 8th graders do the same. I would like to thank all of the teachers that I had, and all the faculty and
staff that make everything possible here at OLGC. I now pass the torch to the Junior Editors to lead the Wildcat Tales next year, and I know they
will do an exquisite job.

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL

Clement G.
Co-Editor, 8th Grade

PJ W.
Asst. Co-Editor, 8th Grade

As the school year is coming to an end, I'm getting ready to move on
to different stages in my life. I'm going to be a freshman at Paul VI
high school next year. OLGC has prepared me for challenges that I
might have to face later on in my life. Everything that I have done at
OLGC has taught me valuable lessons. Going to math class I have
learned how to figure out problems and I have learned how to write
essays in English Class. But, becoming an editor of Wildcat Tales has
taught me lessons that I will use for the rest of my life. Time
management is a key part of being an editor. There was a due date
established for all the articles to be written and submitted. Then all the
articles would come flooding into the editors’ inboxes waiting to be
corrected. After that, we would plug them into the format of a
newspaper and send it to a business to print the newspaper. When I
was a new editor, I found myself procrastinating, but as time went by I
learned how to manage my time wisely and spread the workload over
longer periods of time. These new techniques influenced everything
including my schoolwork. So I encourage you to try something new,
and if you do you might learn a valuable lesson like I did when I
became an editor for Wildcat Tales.

To Our Editors,
Thank You and Good Luck!
From Your Reporters

March Madness is the nickname given to the NCAA Men’s Basketball
end-of-year tournament. It is given this name because of the intensity and
excitement of the close games and the unthinkable upsets. Many take part
in filling out a bracket, which makes the tournament that much more fun
to watch. In a bracket you predict who will win the all of the game
leading up to and including the championship. This past tournament, there
were a lot of upsets ruining brackets all across the country. The most
memorable was when the Michigan St. Spartans (2 seed) lost to Middle
Tennessee State (15 seed). In addition, games are on all the time so there
is rarely a moment (in the early rounds) when at least one game is not on.
These are the things that make the NCAA Tournament so enjoyable, and
the reasons that it is the best thing to watch in all of sports. So next time
the tournament rolls around, make sure to fill out a bracket and watch the
games, it will be a lot of fun and a great experience.

