
2.1 Singular and Plural Pronouns 

- A pronoun takes the place of a noun and changes form depending on the role it plays in a sentence 

- Pronouns help avoid repetition in a sentence. 

 Homer was a famous Greek writer. Homer lived many hundreds of years ago. 

 Homer was a famous Greek writer. He lived many hundreds of years ago. 

 

Singular     Plural 

I, me, mine     we, us, ours 

you, yours     you, yours 

he, him, his, she, her, hers, it, its  they, them, theirs 

 

2.2 Personal Pronouns 

- First person – I, me, mine, we, us, ours 

- Second person – you, yours 

- Third person – he, him, his, she, her, hers, it, its, they, them, theirs 

    

2.3 Subject Pronouns 

- subject pronoun – tells who or what the sentence is about 

Singular      Plural 

I      we 

you      you 

he, she, it     they 

 

-To find the subject  - ask who or what before the verb (predicate) 

They came upon an island. 



-A subject pronoun can also be used as a subject complement. 

o A subject complement follows a linking verb and refers to the same person, place, or 

thing as the subject of the sentence 

The captain of the ship was he. 

 

Trick – flip the sentence: 

He was the captain of the ship. 

 

We wouldn’t say: Him was the captain of the ship. 

 

2.4 Object Pronouns 

Singular    Plural 

me     us 

you     you 

him, her, it    them 

 

-Direct object – whom or what after the verb (predicate) 

Odysseus heard them. 

Ask – Odysseus heard what? 

 

-Object of a preposition – pronoun (or noun) that follows a preposition. A preposition shows 

relationship between 2 words in a sentence. (Refer back to chart glued into notebook) 

  The crew sailed with him. (with = preposition and him object of preposition) 

 

2.5 Indirect Objects 

-indirect object – tells to whom, to what, for whom, or for what the action is done 



  Circe gave him advice. 

 

***Remember a sentence needs to have a direct object in order to have an indirect object. 

 

2.6 Uses of pronouns 

- Subject Pronouns can be used as subjects or subject complements 
 

Singular    Plural 
     I       we 
  you       you 

             he, she, it     they 
 
 
I would like to read the adventures of Odysseus. (subject) 
 
The owner of the book is she. (subject complement) 

 

-Object pronouns can be used as a direct object, object of a preposition, or as an indirect object. 
 

Singular    Plural 
    me        us 
    you       you 
him, her, it     them 
 

I told them about Odysseus's adventures. (direct object) 

I loaned her my copy of The Odyssey. (indirect object) 

The stories about him are fascinating. (object of a preposition) 

 

2.7 Possessive Pronouns and Adjectives 

-possessive pronoun – shows ownership; takes place of a possessive noun 

  This report on the Sirens is Lola’s. (possessive noun) 

  This report on the Sirens is hers. (possessive pronoun) 

   



Singular   Plural 

     mine     ours 

    yours    yours 

  his, hers, its   theirs 

 

-possessive adjective – shows possession and comes before a noun 

  Singular   Plural 

       my      our 

      your     your 

  his, her, its    their 

 

  This is her report. 

 

2.8 Intensive and Reflexive Pronouns 

-Intensive and reflexive pronouns end in –self or –selves 

  Singular     Plural 

  myself    ourselves 

  yourself   yourselves 

    himself, herself, itself   themselves 

 

- Intensive pronoun – used to emphasize a noun that comes before it. (Think INTENSITY) 

 

o Odysseus himself devised a plan to win the Trojan War. 

 

- Reflexive pronoun – used as the direct or indirect object of a verb or as the object of a 

preposition 

 

o Odysseus earned himself a reputation as a smart leader.  



 

2.9 Antecedents 

- antecedent – the word to which a pronoun refers; the word the pronoun replaces 

 Did Odysseus return home? Yes, he did, but only after many difficulties. 

 The Iliad is an epic poem. It was written by Homer. 

2.10 Pronouns and Contractions 

-Personal Pronouns can be joined with some verbs to form contractions. 

-An apostrophe replaces the missing letters. 

 I’ve read about Gaia. = I have read about Gaia 

She’s been called Mother Earth. = She has been called Mother Earth. 

-Possessive adjectives often confused with contraction 

 Pronoun + Verb      Possessive Adjective 

         You’re (=you are) late.     Your report is late. 

          It’s (=it is) long.      Its title is “Greek Gods.” 

     They’re (=They are) old.     Their story is long.  

 

2.11 Demonstrative and Interrogative Pronouns 

-demonstrative pronouns – used to point out people, places, and things 

  Singular    Plural 

   Near     this      these 

   Far     that      those  

 

 These are books of myth.  (points out things that are near) 

 That was my favorite book. 

 

-interrogative pronouns – used to ask a question 



 What happened after Pandora opened the box?  (what = thing) 

 Who opened the box that released evils into the world? (who = person is the subject) 

 Whom did Prometheus help? (whom = direct object, indirect object, or object of a preposition) 

 Whose was the punishment that resulted in being gnawed  by an eagle? (whose = ownership) 

 


