
Language Arts – Chapter 1 Nouns 

 

1.1 Common Nouns and Proper Nouns 

Noun – word that names a person, place, or thing 

Common noun – names any one of a class of persons, places, or things 

 Ex. – writer, library, book 

Proper noun – names a particular person, place, or thing; begins with a capital letter 

 Ex. – Christopher Columbus, California, Olympics 

 

1.2 Singular Nouns and Plural Nouns 

Singular noun – tells about 1 person, place or thing 

Plural noun – tells about more than 1 person, place, or thing 

- The plural of most nouns is formed by adding –s to the singular form 

o Singular – ship  Plural – ships 

o Singular – airport  Plural – airports 

 

- Add –es to form the plural of nouns ending in s, x, z, ch, and sh 

o Singular – box  Plural – boxes 

o Singular – dish  Plural – dishes 

 

- For nouns ending in y after a consonant – change the y to i and add –es 

o Singular – baby  Plural – babies 

o Singular – cherry  Plural – cherries 

 

- For nouns ending in y after a vowel – simply add –s 

o Singular – day  Plural – days 

o Singular – valley  Plural – valleys 

 

- For most nouns ending in f or fe, add –s 

o Singular – roof  Plural – roofs 

o Singular – safe  Plural – safes 

 

 

 



- For some nouns ending in f or fe, form the plural by changing the f or fe to v and adding –es 

o Singular – leaf  Plural – leaves 

o Singular – shelf  Plural – shelves 

***The f and fe ending is tricky, as there is no general rule of thumb as to when you change and don’t 

change. You have to sound it out to see what sounds best. When in doubt, check the dictionary (except 

during a test). 

 

1.3 More Singular Nouns and Plural Nouns 

 

- For a noun ending in o after a vowel, form the plural by adding – s to the singular 

o Singular – radio  Plural – radios 

o Singular – rodeo  Plural – rodeos 

 

- For a noun ending in o after a consonant, form the plural by adding –es to the singular 

o Singular – potato  Plural – potatoes 

o Singular – hero  Plural – heroes 

 

- For some nouns ending in o after a consonant, however, the plural is formed by simply 

adding –s. 

o Singular – piano  Plural – pianos 

o Singular – solo  Plural – solos 

***Again, this is tricky, so when in doubt, check the dictionary – except when taking a test.  

- Some singular nouns use a different word to show the plural 

o Singular – goose  Plural – geese 

o Singular – mouse  Plural – mice 

o Singular – person  Plural – people 

 

- Some nouns use the same word for both singular and plural 

o Singular – sheep  Plural – sheep 

o Singular – fish  Plural – fish 

 

1.4 Possessive Nouns 

The possessive form of a noun expresses possession or ownership. The apostrophe (‘) is the sign of a 

possessive noun. 

 

 Kevin’s tuba is in its case. – This shows the tuba belongs to Kevin. Kevin’s is the possessive noun. 

 



- To form the singular possessive, add an apostrophe and s to the singular form of the noun. 

o The singer’s voice was powerful. 

 

- To form the possessive of plural nouns ending in –s, add an apostrophe only. 

o The singers’ voices were loud. 

 

- To form the possessive of plural nouns that do not end in –s, add –‘s 

o The women’s voices were beautiful. 

 

- The possessive of a singular proper noun ending in s is formed by adding –‘s. The plural 

possessive of a proper noun is formed just as the plural possessive of a common noun is 

formed. 

o James’s song in the recital was in Spanish. 

o The Phillipses’ home was the site of many concerts. 

 

1.5 Collective Nouns 

 

Collective noun – names a group of persons, animals, places, or things that are considered a unit; usually 

acts as a singular noun. 

- Some examples: audience, class, swarm, troop 

 

1.6 Nouns as Subjects and Subject Complements 

Subject – tells what the sentence is about 

 Ex. – Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 15, 1929 

Subject complement – follows a linking verb, such as am, is, are, was, or were; it renames the subject 

 Ex. – Martin Luther King Jr. was a minister.   – Martin Luther King Jr. = minister 

***A good trick is to ask: what was Martin Luther King Jr.? He was a minister. 

 

 

 

 



1.7 Nouns as Objects 

Direct object – answers the question whom or what after an action verb. 

 Ex. – Charles Shulz drew cartoons. 

  What did Charles Shulz draw? He drew cartoons. 

Object of a preposition – follows a preposition, shows time, place, direction, and relationship 

 Ex. – His comic strips appeared in many newspapers. 

  The preposition in shows location; therefore, the noun newspapers which follows the 

preposition shows the location of where the comic strips appeared. 

 

1.8 Nouns as Indirect Objects 

Indirect object – tells to whom, to what, for whom, or for what the action was done. 

A sentence can have an indirect object only if it has a direct object. 

 Ex. – Mother Teresa showed people compassion. 

What did Mother Teresa show? 

She showed compassion. Compassion is the direct object. 

To whom did she show compassion? 

She showed compassion to people. People is the indirect object. 

 

 

1.9 Nouns in Direct Address 

A noun in direct address names the person spoken to; set off from the rest of the sentence by comas.  

 Ex. –  Class, here are the scripts for our play on the American Revolution. 

  Do you know your lines, Alicia? 

  Be sure, Ryan, that you bring your costume. 

If the noun of direct address is in the middle of the sentence, you put a comma before and after the 

noun of direct address. 



1.10 Words Used as Nouns or as Verbs 

A noun is a naming word. 

 Ex. -  Our practice lasted for about an hour.    

Practice is a noun in this sentence because it names a thing. 

 

A verb expresses action or being. 

 Ex. -  We practice soccer every day. 

 Practice is a verb in this sentence because it tells about an action. 

 

1.11 Words Used as Nouns or as Adjectives 

A noun names a person, place, or thing. 

 Ex. -  We really enjoy baseball. 

 Baseball is a noun in this sentence because it names a thing. It is the direct object of enjoy.  

 What do we enjoy? We enjoy baseball. 

An adjective describes a noun. 

 Ex. -  I play on the baseball team at school. 

 Baseball is an adjective in this sentence because it describes the noun team. 

 What kind of team do I play on? a baseball team   

 

 

   


